
After years of wear and tear,
the renovation of the East Hart-
ford Town Hall is now neces-
sary to replace essential
mechanical systems in the 86-
year-old building that have ex-
ceeded their useful life
expectancy. The goal of the proj-
ect is to provide Town Hall visi-
tors and personnel a safe,
revitalized, and sustainable en-
vironment to conduct the busi-
ness of the town.

Tuesday evening the Town
Council heard an update on the
moving plans from Connor Mar-
tin, Mayor Mike Walsh’s chief of
staff and one of the coordina-
tors of the move and renovation
estimated to cost $21.6 million
using federal American Rescue
Plan Act funding. The scope of
work includes the replacement
of the heating, ventilation and
air conditioning (HVAC) sys-
tems, modernization of the ele-
vator, new lighting, plumbing
and electrical infrastructure,
and a new roof.  

Among other improvements
with environmental benefits is
a new natural gas heating sys-
tem to replace the existing and
inefficient oil-burning boilers.
Also planned are repairs to the
front entrance, replacement of
water-damaged ceilings and
walls, abatement of hazardous
materials, and renovation of the
public bathrooms. 

Please know, the project
scope includes the temporary
relocation of Town departments
within Town Hall. All Town de-
partments will temporarily relo-

cate to the Community Cultural
Center at 50 Chapman Place for
the duration of construction, ex-
cept for the Town Clerk's Office,
which will move to a temporary
office in front of Town Hall to
enable continued access to the
Town vault. 

Additionally, the Social Serv-
ices Department will perma-
nently move to the Community
Cultural Center at 50 Chapman
Place in December of 2022 as
part of this project.

The relocation of Town de-
partments to the Community
Cultural Center will take place
in phases starting in mid-De-
cember, 2022 and continuing
into early January, 2023. Con-
struction work at Town Hall will
begin on January 9, 2023 and
will conclude mid-January,
2024. 

All Town Hall departments
will be relocated to a temporary
office space for the duration of
the renovation project. Town
Hall departments will occupy
"temporary swing space" on the
lower level of the Community
Cultural Center located at 50
Chapman Place. The Town
Clerk's office will remain at
Town Hall located at 740 Main
Street in a temporary trailer lo-
cated in front of Town Hall.

Town departments unaf-
fected by the renovations proj-
ect include Police, Fire, Public
Works, Library, EH Works,
Youth Services, WIC and the
Parks & Recreation depart-
ments. These departments will

The East Hartford Commis-
sion on Culture and Fine Arts
will present the Shoreline Bell
Ringers on Sunday, December 4
at 3 p.m. at the newly-renovated
Wickham Library located at 656
Burnside Avenue.

The library branch has been
closed for major renovations for
two years. The free concert is
being held in advance of the an-

ticipated January ribbon-cutting
event. The Shoreline Ringers
first began rehearsals in Janu-
ary 2006. Since then, Shoreline
Ringers have wowed audiences
with the magic of hand bells
through concerts and educa-
tional events, even performing
at Carnegie Hall and with the
US Coast Guard Band at their
annual holiday concert.

Shoreline Ringers, Inc. have
been amazing audience with
what hand bells can do. The
group is composed of 13-16
ringers whose professional
backgrounds include computer,
social work, teaching, ministry,
chemistry, and other profes-
sions. All are welcome to come
enjoy the music of bell ringers -
and check out the library!
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Details of Town
Hall moving plan 

TOWN VETERANS gathered following a wreath-laying ceremony November 11 at 11 a.m. at the base of ‘Ready’,
the statue on the Raymond Library lawn honoring those who died in The Great War 104 years ago. The bell of
First Congregational Church sounded 19 times in honor of the 19 from East Hartford named on the base.

ARMISTICE DAY AT THE DOUGHBOY

SEE TOWN HALL MOVE, pg. 10

Bell ringers to unofficially open Wickham Library



The East Hartford Police
Dept. welcomed a new police of-
ficer with a swearing-in cere-
mony held at the East Hartford
Public Safety Complex. 

“East Hartford has one of the
finest Police Departments in the
state and that’s because of the
men and women who serve as
our police officers,” said Mayor
Mike Walsh. “We are fortunate
to be able to recruit capable,
competent and diverse officers
and provide them with the high-
est quality training that aligns
with internationally-recognized
CALEA standards, which helps
them become a tremendous
asset to our community. We wel-
come Bianca to our community
and wish her the best as she be-
gins her training.”

“Our community deserves
nothing short of the best, and

that’s what we strive for every
day,” Chief Sansom said. The
police department is committed
in ensuring our recruits receive
the finest training possible in
their quest to become East Hart-
ford police officers.” 

Officer Bianca N. Leite was
administered the Oath of the
Office by East Hartford Town
Clerk Robert Pasek, overseen by
Mayor Michael P. Walsh, East
Hartford Police Chief Scott San-
som, and members of his com-
mand staff. 

Officer Bianca N. Leite is 26
years old and grew up in Bethel,

CT. Bianca graduated from
Bethel High School, and went
on to Quinnipiac College. 

After two years of attending
Quinnipiac College, Bianca
transferred to Western Con-
necticut State University where
she graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in Justice and Law Ad-
ministration. Bianca is cur-
rently working in the service
industry as a bar tender /
server at a popular restaurant.

According to the press re-
lease, Officer Leite will attend
the New Haven Police Academy
on November 28. 

East Hartford Police invite
you to take part in their annual
Holiday Toy Drive. The event
will take place Friday, Nov. 25,
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. in
front of T.J. Maxx, 5 Main St.
Please bring unwrapped, new
toys and clothes. All donated
items will be delivered to fami-
lies December 15. The EHPD ap-
preciates your generosity. 

Leaf collection is sweeping
through the north end of town
and headed east. Collection got
underway "clockwise" on the
town map, going northeast and
up through the Burnham and
Goodwin Street areas. Leaves
are being vacuumed once,
weather permitting, with no leaf
collection on Thanksgiving. 

The schedule for leaf pickup
is posted on the Public Works
website in the form of a Weekly

Advisory Map  as well as on the
town Facebook page. 

You can check your street
and address on the leaf
progress map by clicking on
your property. To find out if leaf
collection has already been in
your area, click on road center-
line. Lawn signs also are being
posted in advance of the leaf
trucks. Additional options are
curbside brown bags, or bring
leaves to the transfer station.

FOR RENT - Two bedroom apartment,

heat, heat, hot water included, laundry

on site, ample parking, on bus line.

Available NOV. 1. Call 860-796-6915. 

GUITAR LESSONS from a certified
teacher with a degree in Jazz Guitar. All
levels welcome - I will meet you where
you are at and move you to the next level
and beyond. Contact Gary at 860-707-
4795. Local to East Hartford, travel to
me or I will travel to you.
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HONDA Portable Generator. $300. Call

860-568-5093.

SOFT 82" LEATHER COUCH plum color

$200; Maple 4 drawer desk & chair

41"W $100; Two Oak End Tables $40

ea; Corelle Holly pattern 4pc place set-

tings $15 ea - all exec cond.  Call 860-

568-5093 

WAREHOUSE HELP WANTED

GLASTONBURY BUSINESS SEEKING

RESPONSIBLE & RELIABLE PERSON

WITH SKILLS FOR SHIPPING, RECEIV-

ING & OTHER WAREHOUSE DUTIES.

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 20-25 HOURS

PER WEEK, $17.00 PER HOUR. 

CALL (860) 633-4248

Bianca N. Leite

BEAUTIFUL SCANDANAVIAN Dining

Room table, w/extra leaf, two matching

chairs, table top cover plus serving

table.  Call 860-569-7077

LEGAL NOTICE

Leaf collection continues
AROUND TOWN

CLASSIFIEDSStuff-a-Cruiser
at TJ Maxx

Police welcome new officer to force



A 21-year-old suspect in a
Park Avenue murder cut the
GPS monitor off his ankle that
would have alerted his proba-
tion officer that he was con-
fined at home.

Mekhi Thompson took was
arrested by East Hartford police
after a chase that led them into
Hartford. Thompson had two
active arrest warrants for failing
to appear in court.

According to prosecutors, he
is a suspect in the killing of 28-
year-old Devonte Gardner in
East Hartford back in Septem-
ber.

A spokesperson for the pro-
bation department tells us
Thompson cut off his GPS mon-
itor the same day as the mur-
der.

The department spokesper-
son says the officer in charge of
his case was immediately noti-
fied.

The I-Team looked into
Thompson’s record, and found
he previously served time in
prison, after pleading guilty to
assault in the first degree back
in 2020.

The assault came after police
arrested Thompson for his part
in a 2019 triple shooting in
Hartford.

According to the Department
of Corrections, Thompson was
sentenced to three years in
prison and released on April
5th 2022.

Thompson violated proba-
tion in July, was put on 24/7
electronic monitoring, and fit-
ted with a GPS bracelet accord-
ing to probation.

GPS allows probation offi-
cers to monitor and track an in-

dividual’s movement in the
community.

According to probation, GPS
can determine with “relative ac-
curacy, the location of the indi-
vidual.”

A spokesperson says GPS su-
pervision is typically used if
there is a victim safety concern.

When we asked if the mate-
rial of the bracelet was easy to
cut off we were told “it’s not
easy, but it’s doable. That’s why
notification is immediate.”

In April, 2019 he was ar-
rested in connection with the
triple shooting late Tuesday
night near a part just off Albany
Avenue in Hartford.

Mekhi Thompson, 18, was
charged with three counts of
first-degree assault, one count
first-degree conspiracy to com-
mit assault and for carrying a
pistol without a permit.

Three men were wounded
when gunfire erupted at about
10:20 p.m. Tuesday near the
corner of Brook and Fairmount
streets. All three were wounded
in the shooting. Patrol officers
on foot nearby heard the shots
when they rang out and saw
several victims running through
the basketball courts at the play-
ground between Bedford and
Brook streets behind the Wil-
son-Gray YMCA Youth and Fam-
ily Center. Major Crimes
Division investigators later iden-
tified Thompson as a suspect in
the shooting and obtained an
arrest warrant, Cicero said.

He was located during an un-
related narcotics investigation
and arrested. 

He was heldfor the 2019 case
in lieu of $750,000 bond.
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Police collar suspect in
Park Avenue murder



Governor Ned Lamont announced that
when he begins his second term in office early
next year, two administrative changes will
occur within the senior leadership of the Of-
fice of the Governor, including the appoint-
ment of Jonathan Dach as chief of staff and
Natalie Braswell as general counsel.

East Hartford’s Paul Mounds, Jr., who has
served as the governor's chief of staff since
February 2020, and Nora Dannehy, who has
served as his general counsel since March
2021, have each chosen to step down from
their respective roles within the office to pur-
sue new professional opportunities. Both
Mounds and Dannehy decided that the conclu-
sion of the governor's first term would be an
appropriate time for them to make the change.

"During my first term in office, one thing
that immediately became clear is how critical
the roles of chief of staff and general counsel
are when it comes to providing effective lead-
ership as governor, and I will forever be thank-
ful to Paul Mounds and Nora Dannehy for the
time, dedication, guidance, and excellence that
they have given to me and to the people of
Connecticut," Governor Lamont said. "I am
fully aware that these roles require a 24/7 com-
mitment, often at the expense of personal lives
and relationships, and both Paul and Nora
have gone above and beyond what their duties
required. I've worked alongside Jonny and Na-
talie for quite some time now, and they both
have the experience and proficiency to fill
these roles with a seamless transition. I am
confident their shared good judgment, collab-
orative approach, wide-ranging expertise, and
ferocious work ethic will be a benefit to our
administration as we continue focusing on our
core mission of growing our economy, adding
jobs, streamlining government, and serving the
people of Connecticut."

Immediately prior to becoming chief of
staff, Mounds served as Governor Lamont's
chief operating officer.

"Working for Governor Lamont and the
amazing professionals in this administration
has been a career highlight, and I thank him
for entrusting me with this important leader-
ship and management role at this critical mo-
ment in our state's history," Mounds said. "The
people who work in Connecticut state govern-
ment are an incredibly dedicated group of pro-
fessionals and it has been an honor to serve
with them. I have all the confidence in
Jonathan Dach, who has been a stalwart

leader for Governor Lamont in his first term
and is ready and prepared like no other to take
on the role of chief of staff. I thank Governor
Lamont for his trust in me, and I congratulate
him on being elected to a second term in of-
fice."

"It has been a privilege to serve the people
of Connecticut in my capacity as general coun-
sel to the Office of the Governor," Dannehy
said. "I appreciate the confidence that Gover-
nor Lamont showed in appointing me to this
position, and I wish him all the best in his sec-
ond term. I also am confident that the general
counsel position is in good hands with Na-
talie's appointment."

Dach currently serves as Governor Lamont's
policy director, a position he has held since the
start of the governor's first term on January 9,
2019. In that capacity, he has worked with com-
missioners, legislators, and subject-matter ex-
perts inside and outside state government to
deliver on Governor Lamont's priorities, in-
cluding the new paid family and medical pro-
gram, a sustainable unemployment insurance
system, and aspects of the state's COVID-19
preparedness, response, and recovery. Prior to
joining the Lamont campaign and administra-
tion, he clerked for Judge Rowan D. Wilson of
the New York Court of Appeals and served as
senior policy advisor to the Ambassador-at-
Large for Global Women's Issues at the U.S. De-
partment of State. A Washington, D.C. native
and longtime New Haven resident, he earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in ethics, politics,
and economics from Yale College in 2008 and
a Juris Doctor from Yale Law School in 2013.

"I'm incredibly proud to be part of Governor
Lamont's administration and to serve the peo-
ple of Connecticut," Dach said. "I believe in our
state, in Governor Lamont's vision for its fu-
ture, and in government's ability to make a
meaningful difference in people's lives. The
governor's made that difference for the last
four years, and I know he will spend the next
four continuing to expand growth and oppor-
tunity for all."

Braswell currently serves as state comptrol-
ler in a position that she began Dec. 31, 2021,
following the resignation of former Comptrol-
ler Kevin Lembo who stepped down due to a
serious medical condition. From March 2021
until being appointed by Gov. Lamont as comp-
troller, Braswell was the chief of planning,
legal, and regulatory affairs at the CT Dept. of
Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP).
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Paul Mounds departs from Gov.’s staff
OOPPIINNIIOONNSS  --   LLEETTTTEERRSS  --   SSPPEEAAKKIINNGG  OOUUTT!!

To the Editor:
Each year on National Wreaths Across America Day, the

mission to REMEMBER, HONOR and TEACH is carried out
by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, as well as more than 1,600 additional loca-
tions in all 50 states, at sea and abroad. 

O’Connell Elementary School has proudly participated in
the Wreaths Across America initiative since 2016. Each year,
O’Connell School fundraises to purchase the wreaths to
honor over 570 + veterans laid to rest at Silver Lane Ceme-
tery. The O’Connell School community is deeply committed
to continuing our support and participation of Wreaths
Across America 2022 on Saturday December 17, 2022. 

We are kindly asking the East Hartford community to
help us continue our participation in Wreaths Across Amer-
ica, 2022. Our goal is to raise over $4,000.00 in order pur-
chase wreaths for all the veterans currently laid to rest at
Silver Lane Cemetery. Please consider donating, any amount,
to support this important VETERANS project.

You can send your donations to:  O’Connell School PTO,
301 May Road, East Hartford, CT 06118. 

We are truly thankful to be a part of an amazing commu-
nity!

Greg Fox, Principal
O’Connell Elementary School

Help O’Connell honor veterans



The East Hartford Summer Youth Fes-
tival (EHSYF) presents a short play “The
Sole of Christmas,” by Mary Barile, on
Saturday, December 3, 2022 at the East
Hartford Community Cultural Center at
noon, as part of the Town’s Holiday Fest.
The performance is free; we ask that you
bring a non-perishable food item for the
Food Bank. You can also buy a $2.00 Hol-
iday Fest Button to support the Food
Bank. “The Sole of Christmas,” based on
The Elves and the Shoemaker, demon-
strates the joy of surprises and giving at
the holidays. The production is co-di-
rected by Joan Coates and Ari Doyle,
and features eight EHSYF members, fa-
miliar and new.

***
All Saints Church, 444 Hills St. will

hold our Annual Christmas Fair in con-
junction with East Hartford's Holiday
Fest on December 3rd from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. We will have the following items:
Baked Goods, Cookies, Chocolates,
Fudge, Jams, Pickles, Quilted Items,
Evergreen Floral Arrangements and
Crafts, a vendor selling local honey, bees
wax lip balm and wooden cutting board
conditioner made with bees wax. Take a
breakfast break and enjoy Our Famous
Decadent Homemade Waffles. Also,
bring home some of our Homemade
Jarred Chili and Soups to go.

***
DEC 3: Author Peter Lion will give

a special presentation at 12:30 p.m. at St.
Christopher's church hall, 544 Brewer
St., based on his book, "American St.
Nick" followed by a short documentary.
This true story about how a handful of
American soldiers brought Christmas
back to the small, war-torn town of Wiltz,
Luxembourg during the darkest days of
World War II is free and part of the town-
wide 2022 holiday Fest weekend of
events and activities. Hosted by the
World War II Legacy Foundation, Inc. Re-
freshments will be served. Watch a
trailer of the documentary here:
https://youtu.be/7Af08HvB6R0

Get ready for Holiday Fest events
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In a back-and-forth battle re-
plete with big penaties and big
plays, UConn snuffed out No. 19
Liberty Flames 36-33 to improve
its record to 6-5 - the first time
the team has been above .500
since 2015.

Miami, Fla. Freshman Zion
Turner connected with Cana-
dian Kevens Clercius on a 30-
yard post route in the end zone
to bring Connecticut back from
a 28-33 deficit in the fourth
quarter, and the Huskie's de-
fense found the will to hold Lib-
erty at bay for the win.

Being 6-5 equates to bowl-el-
igiblity with one game remain-
ing on UConn's idependent FBS
schedule: Army at West Point,
NY. First-year coach Jim Mora
told the team in the locker room
"6 is a nice number, but I like 7
better."

It is a remarkable spot to be
in after the Huskies managed
just one victory last season. Be-
sides Liberty, UConn did it with
wins over Fresno State and
New England rival Boston Col-
lege - and they did it with style.
The team, which lost its starting
quarterback in the first quarter
of the first game of 2022, has
been the underdog in every
game. Another one of those key
players hurt in the first game of
the year with a broken collar-
bone came in after Turner's go-
ahead TD and caught a
two-point conversion to keep
the Connecticut lead at a field
goal. Keelan Marion's one recep-
tion in the game was huge for
the team as well as the score.

QB Turner finished 15-of-21
with 103 yards. Running back
Robert Burns led UConn's rush-
ers with 104 yards on 11 carries
and one TD. Running back Vic-
tor Rosa finished with 62 yards
on 10 carriers and two TDs.

Liberty uses a hurry-up of-
fense to great effect, and soon
Connecticut seemed to embrace
the same pace. The lead
changed hands multiple times
in the fourth. Rosa ran with
added effort after Connecticut
found itself trailing. He bounced
off a number of defenders and
scampered 27 yards for a TD
that gave the Huskies a 28-27
lead. On the next play, Liberty
regained the lead 33-28 when
Demario Douglas raced 75
yards for a score.

TJ Green led Liberty (8-2)

with 119 yards rushing on 24
carries and a touchdown. Quar-
terback Jackson Bennett went
22 for 36 for 201 yards and a
TD.

Burns returned the opening
kickoff to midfield. UConn
reached the end zone eight
plays later, with Rosa scoring
from 16 yards out. Turner was
perfect on the drive, connecting
with Aaron Turner four times
for 29 yards, including twice on
third down.

The Huskies’ defense also
did their part, intercepting Ben-
nett once and with two sacks in
the first half, including one by
Eric Watts that resulted in a
touchdown. Linebacker Jackson

Mitchell scooped up a fumble by
Kaidon Salter and returned it
32 yards for a 14-3 lead.

Despite trailing twice by dou-
ble digits, the Flames seized mo-
mentum in the second quarter
when linebacker Ahmad Walker
picked off Turner near midfield.
Malik Caper bulldozed his way
into the end zone eight plays
later, cutting the deficit to 21-17
with 35 seconds left before half-
time. Liberty then grabbed its
first lead on a Green 1-yard run,
capping a seven-play, 80-yard
drive to begin the second half.

Liberty’s other loss this sea-
son was to Top 25-ranked Wake
Forest in September.
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Husky defense snuffs Flames
If you don’t know history you’re condemned to repeat it.

This week a lesson about history that shouldn’t be re-
peated.

Thirteen years ago the UCONN football team claimed
the biggest win in program history when Dave Teggart
kicked a game ending 42 yard field goal to give the Huskies
a 29-27 win at South Florida, the Big East championship
and the schools only BCS bowl bid, a trip to the Fiesta
Bowl, capping the fastest rise ever for a college football
program.

Apologies to Jim Calhoun and Geno
Auriemma, there was suddenly a new Big
Man on Campus, or should have been. Re-
gardless of their success basketball pro-
grams at any university can only go as far
as football leads them. Football drives the
bus. At UCONN the man driving that bus
was Randy Edsall, who guided UCONN from the lowly
ranks of division 1-AA to a top 20 ranking in the high pow-
ered world of BCS football. He sat alone in the front of the
plane on the flight home from Tampa. Athletic director Jeff
Hathaway never walked up the aisle to congratulate Edsall
on the biggest UCONN football win ever.

Back in Storrs Edsall returned to his office at the beau-
tiful on campus football training facility to prepare for the
biggest UCONN football game ever. Hathaway returned to
his office at Gampel Pavilion, across the street.

Hathaway should have crossed that street, knocked on
Edsall’s door and said, “Congratulations on the South
Florida win. I’ll leave you alone to prepare for the Fiesta
Bowl, then we’ll sit down over a contract that reflects your
status as the most important coach on campus.”

Hathaway was afraid of insulting his high powered bas-
ketball coaches. Edsall, shunned by his own A.D., pursued
greener pastures, where he would no longer be a football
coach at a basketball school. For more than a decade
UCONN football floundered. Until now.

Playing as a 1-A independent, beyond the arrival of Jim
Mora, a coach with a winning pedigree, UCONN had little
reason for optimism. Recruiting at the two-star, three-star
level and relying heavily on the recruiting portal, the
Huskies faced a daunting schedule dotted with ranked
teams that scheduled UCONN as an automatic win. Opti-
mistic predictions called for three victories.

Last Saturday at Rentschler Field the Huskies earned
bowl eligibility by knocking off 19th ranked Liberty, the
win that now becomes the most important in Husky his-
tory, setting UCONN up as an attractive option for Power 5
leagues already looking to fill sixteen team footprints. The
right win at the right time, just in the nick of time.

David Benedict’s not likely to make the same mistake
Jeff Hathaway made 13 years ago. Mora was Benedict’s
man all along. He went to great lengths to lure him to
Storrs. Rest assured he’ll give him some breathing room to
prepare for the next two games, Army and a bowl game,
but he will not let him get away. History will not repeat it-
self.

That’s the best news UCONN athletics has had since los-
ing Randy Edsall to Maryland.

SCOTT GRAY on SPORTS

by Scott Gray

Huskies win, and erase the past

EAST HARTFORD SPORTS

EH Hornets send three
teams to playoffs Sunday
The East Hartford Hornets

are off to the Championship!
That's right, all levels made it
through the season fighting
through their blood, sweat, and
tears. Our A-Team, C-Team and
Mighty Mites came out with an
undefeated record. B-Team,
however, ensured their spot on
the Champions roster with an
exceptional 8-2 record, beating
North Branford's undefeated
team. Unfortunately, the Mighty
Mites will be cheering for us on
the sidelines, since they do no

participate in the Champi-
onship. As we hit the turf this
coming Sunday, November 20th
at Rocky Hill High School we
encourage all to come out and
support. We come to the field
with no fear as our previous
score board speaks for itself. A-
Team advanced with a domi-
nant win of 40 - 0, B- Team win
28 - 0, and C-Team 29 - 0. Come
out and support our young men
next week- 9:00am C-Team,
11:30am B-Team, and 2:00pm A-
Team. Let's go Hornets!

UConn running back Victor Rosa finds the end zone Saturday for one of
his two touchdowns at Rentschler Stadium.



Mary E. (DelRocco) Tamiso,
90, of East Hartford, loving wife
of over 65 years of the late
Stephen A. Tamiso, peacefully
entered into eternal life with
her caring family near her on
Sunday, November 13, 2022 at
St. Francis Hospital, Hartford.
Born in Hartford on October 8,
1932, a daughter of the late
Thomas and Rose (Micalone)
DelRocco, she had been a resi-
dent of East Hartford since
1958. Mary was a graduate of
Bulkeley High School in
Hartford, Class of 1950. Prior
to her retirement, Mary was
employed by Propane Gas in
South Windsor for many years
as an accounts payable execu-
tive. 

A devout Catholic, Mary was
a long-time faithful communi-
cant of St. Christopher Church,
East Hartford where she volun-
teered many years as a
Counter. She was an avid golfer
and cherished her several trips
with her best friend Steve to
Scottsdale, AZ, Myrtle Beach,
SC, and area casinos. Mary was
a member of the Wednesday 9-
Hole Women’s Golf League at
East Hartford Golf Course and
the St. Christopher Church
Retiree’s Club. She also was a
loyal fan of the New York
Yankees and New England
Patriots. Most of all, Mary will
be remembered as a kind heart-
ed woman who was a loving
and devoted wife, mother, and
grandmother, and for saying “I
was here…now I am not”.

Mary is survived by two
daughters, Denise M. Mayo and
her husband Robert Jr. of East
Hartford, Lynn A. Klock and
her husband Jared of Avon; a
son, Mark S. Tamiso of
California; five special grand-
children, Lieutenant Colonel
Cheryl Mead and her husband
Joshua of Windsor, Stephanie
Mayo of East Hartford, Jason
Tamiso and his wife Elsa of
California, Brian Klock of Los
Angeles, CA, Shannon Klock of
East Hampton, and five adored
great-grandchildren. She also
leaves two sisters, Delores
“Lori” Cichowitz of East
Hartford, Janice Pelletier and
her husband Gil of Enfield; a

brother-in-law, Robert Tamiso
and his wife Elaine of New
York, NY; a sister-in-law, Beth
“Genoa” Caldwell of Seattle,
WA; a daughter-in-law, Rita
Racine and her husband Jon of
Enfield and her children,
Jennifer and Eddie; her pre-
cious cat, Ruby; many nieces,
nephews, cousins, and dear
friends. Besides her beloved
husband and parents, Mary
was predeceased by three sis-
ters, Lucille Lyman of Winsted,
Patricia Trombley of Westerly,
RI, and Phyllis Morris of Boca
Raton, FL. Funeral service will
be Saturday, Nov. 19 with a
Mass of Christian Burial cele-
brated at 10 a.m. at St.
Christopher Church of St.
Edmund Campion Parish, 538
Brewer St. Inurnment will fol-
low at St. Mary’s Mausoleum,
Burnside. There are no calling
hours. The family asks that
everyone please go directly to
the church Saturday morning.
In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions in Mary’s name
may be made to the East
Hartford Rotary Scholarship
Fund, P.O. Box 380035, East
Hartford, CT 06138-0035.

Mary’s family would like to
extend their sincere gratitude
and appreciation to the entire
staff at St. Francis Hospital for
their professionalism, excellent
care, compassion, and love
given to Mary and her entire
family. On-line expressions of
sympathy, www.deopoeh.com.

Howard Paul Wilmes of East
Hartford, 79, passed away
unexpectedly Sunday, Nov. 13,
2022. Born Oct. 8, 1943,
Howard was the son of the late
Howard J. Wilmes and Mary
(McLean) Wilmes of Pittsburgh,
PA, and had resided in East
Hartford for the past 47 years. 

He is survived by his wife of
51 years, Barbara (Roadman)
Wilmes, his two sons, Matthew
and his wife Sunny (Gibson),
Michael and his wife Elizabeth
(McNamara) all of West
Hartford; his sister, Mary Ann
(Wilmes) Wigham and her hus-
band Nathan of Pittsburgh, PA.
He also leaves behind his
beloved nephews and nieces,
Stephanie (Roadman) Skillen
and her husband Ed of Naples,
FL, Stephen Roadman and his
wife Amy of Nashville, TN,
Scott Roadman of Naples, FL,
Heather (Kuester) Grass and
her husband Jeff of St. Louis,
MO, Ronnie Kuester and wife
Lucy of St. Louis, MO, Jessica
Strachan of Pittsburgh, PA

Nothing gave Howard more
pride and joy than his grand-
children (who he spoiled as
grandparents do). He rarely
missed a game they played in,
dance recitals or concerts they
performed in. He takes with
him his love and devotion to
Bree, Emma, Cameron, Johnny
and Benny. 

Howard grew up in
Pittsburgh in the glow of the
mills and the rush of the rivers.
He was immensely proud of
where he came from and told
tales of his days on the street
cars and inclines, his family
houses and combing the area
with his family on his famous
“tours”. He was an avid sports
fan growing up rooting for the
Pittsburgh Steelers and New
York Yankees. Gathering for
Steelers games with his family
or at the Ad’s Fan Club was
one of his favorite things to do.
He loved all the people he came
to know at Ad’s as family.
While his boys didn’t share the
same love of the Yankees, they
did get his passion for baseball.
A bond was formed in the rival-
ry of Red Sox/Yankees that was
fun every summer. 

Anyone who knows Howard
knows he was a man of many
words. He loved to chat up any-
one near him and always
sought some common ground
to talk. He was a long time
member of the East Hartford

Elks and formed close friend-
ships that lasted many years.
He loved to go on walks around
town and visit local establish-
ments like Elmwood Bakery in
West Hartford and Mozzicato’s
in Hartford to enjoy a cup of
coffee and talk with friends
and staff. His work took him
around the world where he had
the chance to see cultures that
many didn’t. He had experi-
enced so much that he always
had a story for any occasion.
But in his later years he found
his joy and love taking his
grandkids to the beach and
watching them play in the sand
or to Bills Seafood for a late
lunch on the water. He was
their biggest cheerleader in the
stands and the loudest ovation

in the crowds.
He would pop into our hous-

es, leave cookies in the door, or
during times of COVID, talk
through the window just to see
his family as much as he could. 

Those who knew him
longest heard all the stories,
had the poorly timed pop-ins,
the extended stays when you
wanted to wrap up and the
spoiling of children when you
asked him not too. Those who
knew him would love to hear it
one more time, one more knock
on the door, to find him asleep
on the couch or find a bag of
cookies in the door again. He
will be missed dearly and loved
eternally. 

Funeral service will be
Saturday, Nov. 19 with Mass of
Christian Burial at noon at St.
Christopher Church of St.
Edmund Campion Parish, 538
Brewer St. Burial will follow at
Holy Cross Cemetery, (Section
3), Hebron Avenue,
Glastonbury. 

The family asks that every-
one please go directly to the
church on Saturday. Howard’s
family will receive relatives and
friends on Friday (November
18, 2022) from 3 – 6 pm at the
D’Esopo East Hartford
Memorial Chapel, 30 Carter
Street, East Hartford. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contribu-
tions in Howard’s name may be
made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105. For
on-line expressions of sympa-
thy to the family, please visit
www.desopoeh.com.
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remain at their existing loca-
tions with NO disruption to the
services they provide.

During the relocation, to en-
sure Town departments are
moved efficiently and have had
time to prepare to resume serv-
ices in their new space there
will be no or limited service to
the public during the following
posted times.

PHASE (1) MOVE – DE-
CEMBER 2022

On the following dates, the
listed Town Hall departments
will be moving to the Commu-

nity Cultural Center at 50 Chap-
man Street – with the exception
of the Town Clerk's office,
which will remain on current
Town Hall property.

Town Clerk's office will
move to a business trailer on
Friday, December 16, located
outside the front of Town Hall
at 740 Main Street. Town Clerk's
Office will be closed to the pub-
lic starting Thursday, December
15 at 4:30 PM and through Mon-
day, December 19 at 12:00 PM. 

Due to the scope of renova-
tions in the Town Clerk's vault,

public access to the vault will be
limited to Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
and will be by appointment
only. To schedule an appoint-
ment, please call 860-291-7230.
Appointments are only required
for viewing records older than
1960s. All records from 1960s
and to date have been digitized
and are available at this link.  

Notary Services will be sus-
pended effective Thursday, De-
cember 16, 2022 until further
notice.

Fishing license service will
be suspended effective Thurs-
day, December 16, 2022 until
further notice. Go to Cabela’s.

All other services will re-
main accessible to the public in
the Town Clerk's trailer located
outside the front of Town Hall.

OTHER DEPARTMENTS:
Tax Collector, Assessor's, Fi-

nance, Purchasing, Town Coun-
cil, Health Department and
Voter Registration will move to
Community Cultural Center on
Friday, December 16, 2022.
These departments will be
closed to the public starting on
Thursday, December 15, 2022 at
4:30 PM and through Monday
December, 19 at 12:00 PM.

DEPARTMENT SERVICE
CHANGE RENOVATIONS

Tax Collector:
December 14, 2022 is the last

day for in-person transactions
at Town Hall.

December 14, 2022 is the
last day to use the drop box
at Town Hall. Please do not
leave cash in the drop box.

The Tax Collector's Office
will resume at the Community
Cultural Center on Monday, De-
cember 19th at 12:00 PM. How-
ever, in-person services will not
be available until further notice.
The following services will be
amended:

There will be no cash pay-
ments.

There will be no in-person
credit card payments.

The Town of East Hartford
Tax Collector's Office will re-
main available and accessible to
the public via telephone and/or
email: Telephone: 860-291-7250

Email: TaxCollect@easthart-
fordct.gov

The following is a list of ways
to pay taxes while the Tax Col-
lector's Office is unable to pro-
vide in-person services:

Pay online: www.easthart-
fordct.gov/tax-collector/pay.

Sign up to pay by text on
the Tax Department webpage
https://www.easthartfordct.go
v/tax-collector.

Use the pre-printed envelope
enclosed in the bills.

Place payments in drop-box
at the new Community Cul-
tural Center location, 50
Chapman Place. The drop-box
will be picked up twice daily to
expedite clearance for taxpay-
ers (first thing in the morning
and by 2 p.m. each afternoon).

To obtain DMV Clearance,
taxpayers can: Pay by Money
Order, Pay online and email re-
ceipt of payment to tax@east-
hartfordct.gov. Emailed receipt
must show the payment cleared
the taxpayers account (to avoid
10-day hold).

Assessor's Office: The As-
sessor's Office will resume serv-
ices at the Cultural Center on
Monday, December 19th at
12:00 PM. There will be no ac-
cess to the office by the public
until further notice.

Taxpayers can continue to
contact the office by phone,
email, drop box, fax, or mail.

All forms, exemptions, re-
ports and declarations are al-
ready available online.
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Anthony H. “Tony” Martocci,
38, formerly of East Hartford,
went to join his beloved mother
Mary in heaven on Friday, No-
vember 11, 2022 from injuries
sustained in an automobile ac-
cident. Born in Hartford on
June 15, 1984, a son of Joseph
M. Martocci, Sr. and the late
Mary Gae (Stevens) Martocci,
he had resided in the East Hart-
ford area for most of his life.
Tony attended St. Christopher
School in East Hartford and
graduated from Xavier High
School in Middletown, Class of
2002 where he was a member
of the varsity football team. He
was a licensed electrician and
was employed by Horton Elec-
tric Company in Canton. He
was an avid fan of college foot-
ball (especially LSU Tigers) and
of the New York Giants. Tony
enjoyed fishing, golfing, and
watching movies. Most of all, he
was a proud uncle who loved
spending time with his
nephews and nieces and sup-
porting them at their activities
and sporting games.

Tony is survived by his fa-

ther, Joseph M. Martocci, Sr.
and his wife Jean of Conway,
SC; two brothers, Joseph M.
Martocci, Jr. and his wife Sara
of Tolland, Mark J. Martocci
and his wife Bethany of Port-
land; two nephews, Jackson
and Mason Martocci both of
Tolland; and two nieces, Em-
mary and Sienna Martocci both

of Portland. He also leaves three
step-sisters, Alicia Quagliaorli
and her husband Anthony of
Jupiter, FL, Carmen Rivas of
Conway, SC, Tessa Rivas of Den-
ver, CO; three step-nephews,
Anthony, Dominic, and David
Quagliaorli all of Jupiter, FL;
two step-nieces, Aria and Lily
Johnson both of Conway, SC;
several aunts, uncles, cousins,
and dear friends.

Funeral service will be Fri-
day, Nov. 18 with Mass of Chris-
tian Burial celebrated at 10 a.m.
at St. Christopher Church of St.
Edmund Campion Parish, 538
Brewer St. Everyone is asked to
please go directly to the church
Friday morning. Burial will fol-
low at Cedar Hill Cemetery,
(Section 29), Hartford. Tony’s
family will receive relatives and
friends TODAY, Thursday, Nov.
17, from 4–7 p.m. at the D’E-
sopo Chapel, 30 Carter St. In
lieu of flowers memorial contri-
butions in Tony’s name may be
made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105. On-
line visit www.desopoeh.com.

Claire A. Goodno, 82, passed
away November 10, 2022 after a
long battle with cancer.

The daughter of Leo and
Marie Goodno, she was born
August 9, 1940. She leaves her
best friend and sister, Margery
D'Avanzo; her niece and god-
child Julie, and nephews
Thomas and Michael.

Claire was a 1958 graduate
of East Hartford High School.
She worked for Dr. Edward Mc-
Grath for almost 30 years.
Claire also served as Treasurer
of The Hartford Dental Assis-
tant's Association.  

She obtained a degree in
word processing and went to
work for The Travelers for 15
years, retiring in 2007. 

Claire was a three-time can-
cer survivor. Services will be
private at the convenience of
the family. 

Mass of Christian Burial will
be held at St. Rose Church with
burial in the family plot at St.
Mary's Cemetery. Newkirk &
Whitney Funeral Home is assist-
ing the family. 

To sign the online guestbook

go to www.NewkirkandWhit-
ney.com  Donations can be
made to the CT Humane Soci-
ety, 70 Russell Road, Newing-
ton, CT 06111.
www.cthumane.org

Anthony H. ‘Tony’ Martocci, 38 Claire A. Goodno, 82

Anthony Martocci

Claire Goodno
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NOV 19: D'ESOPO EAST
HARTFORD MEMORIAL
CHAPEL, 30 Carter St. will
be collecting food and
turkeys on Saturday, Nov.
19 from 9 a.m. until noon.
Just drive into the parking
lot. Volunteers will accept
your donations. All dona-
tions go to the East Hartford
Food Banks.

***
NOV 19: First Congrega-
tional Church, 837 Main St.,
will host is ANNUAL HOLI-
DAY FAIR Nov. 19 from 9
a.m. until 2 p.m. This an-
nual Christmas boutique
features delightful gifts and
unique ornaments and dec-
orations for the season. Hol-
iday cemetery planters will

also be available. Stop by
the Handicrafts booth, New
to You Jewelery, Grandma’s
Attic, Rada Cutlery booth,
stroll over to the Cookie
Walk, see the Candy Booth,
don’t pass by the home-
made Baked Goods booth
and check out the whimsi-
cal, decorated Hersheys
Bars. Find that perfect gift

that will surprise both young
and old. Hungry? Lunch will
be available starting at
11:30 to 1:30 p.m. Enjoy
delicious chili, have a ham-
burger and relax a bit in a
festive Main Street East
Hartford shopping experi-
ence. See you there! 

***
NOV 19: THE LADIES GUILD
OF SS. CYRIL & METHOD-
IUS CHURCH and the Pol-
ish Cultural Club of
Greater Hartford, Inc. are
jointly hosting a "HOLIDAY
BAZAAR WITH A POLISH
FLAIR" on Saturday from 9
a.m. until 3 p.m. The event
will be held in the lower
hall of SS. Cyril & Method-
ius Church, which is lo-
cated at 63 Popiełuszko
Court in Hartford, directly
behind the Rectory at 55
Charter Oak Avenue and
across the street from the
Polish National Home. 
The Ladies Guild will fea-
ture handmade
potato/cheese pierogi
sold by the dozen; rings of
kielbasa; delicious pas-
tries, pączki, babki; and
kielbasa sandwiches for
dining in or takeout; as
well as vintage jewelry; a
jigsaw puzzle/games
table, small gift baskets,
and more. The Polish Cul-
tural Club will be featuring
books on Polish subjects;
Polish import items in-
cluding art, textiles, wood
crafts, and dolls; opłatki;
music; the Club's "Favorite
Recipes" cookbook; and
"Pillows for Baby Jesus"
tree ornaments. There will
also be a display of
Szopki, the traditional cas-
tle-like creches that origi-
nated in Kraków. Vendors
will be on hand to sell cro-
cheted animals and dolls;
knitted and cross-stitched
items; jewelry; linocut
prints, ornaments and pil-
lows; baby and toddler
knits; honey; beeswax can-
dles; nut brittles and cook-
ies; Polish folk art and
pisanki; hand-sewn
potholders, runners, and
blankets; and framed pic-
tures made from jewelry,
shells, and stones.

***
NOV 20: "TURKEY AND A

THIRTY", CT Foodshare's an-
nual drive, will be held at St.
George's Episcopal Church,
Bolton Sunday. The collec-
tion will be held from 9 a.m.
to noon in the parking lot,
1150 Boston Turnpike
(Route 44) Bolton. Dona-
tions wecome. Make checks
payable to CT Foodshare.

***
NOV 25: 'STUFF A CRUISER'
TOY DRIVE: East Hartford
Police invite you to take
part in their annual Holiday
Toy Drive. The event will
take place Friday, Nov. 25,
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. in
front of T.J. Maxx, 5 Main St.
Please bring unwrapped,
new toys and clothes. All do-
nated items will be deliv-
ered to families December
15. The EHPD appreciates
your generosity.

***
NOV 21: DRUM CIRCLE at
the Hillstown Grange Mon-
day, Nov. 21 from 6 to 7:30
p.m. at 617 Hills St.
Michelle Butler of Joyful Dis-
tractions will lead the drum
circle session, "meant to lift
the spirits of others by cre-
ating a safe healing space
for anyone seeking peace,
joy and connection." Accord-
ing to the Grange, the style
of drum which will be
played is called a Djembe,
which means, "to gather to-
gether in peace". $10. No
experience necessary.

***
NOV 25 - 26: Hartford
Saengerbund presents a
traditional CHRISTKINDL-
MARKT (Christmas Market)
at 719 North Mountain
Road location in Newington.
A $2 entry fee is requested
with a portion going to the
local food bank.Enjoy tradi-
tional German music, danc-
ing and pageantry.

***
NOV 25: RAY CROTHERS
BLOOD DRIVE, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Friday at Man-
chester High School, 134
East Middle Turnpike, Man-
chester. Held the day follow-
ing the Manchester Road
Race, this has become one
of the state’s largest single
day blood collection efforts.
All donors get a Manchester
Road Race tee shirt. Walk-
in donations accepted. 

WHERE THE ACTION IS!                                   BY CORINNE HORAN 


